
A Brief History of the Yates Baptist Association 

In the year of 1869, the Mt. Zion Association was organized in Central North Carolina. Seventy-

nine years later, on October 17, 1948, 34 churches applied for and were granted letters of 

dismission to form a new association. This official action was signed by Rev. C.N. Royal, 

moderator, and Rev. Charles C. Smith, clerk. To initiate the organization of this new association 

a steering committee was elected composed of Rev. J. Winston Pearce, Rev. B.E. Morris, Mr. 

W.E. Stanley, Mr. J.J. Thornton, and the Rev. Charles C. Smith. 

Three weeks later, on Sunday afternoon, November 7, 1948, a called meeting was held at First 

Baptist Church, Durham. In the absence of Rev. J. Winston Pearce, the committee chairman, 

Rev. B.E. Morris, pastor of Grey Stone Baptist Church (then West Durham Baptist) presided. 

In deciding upon a name for the new association, Rev. C.E. Byrd, pastor of the Mt. Pisgah 

Church, moved that the name be, 'The Yates Baptist Association', inasmuch as the great 

missionary, Matthew T. Yates, was born and reared within the bounds of this Association, 

and his membership was with Mt. Pisgah Church. On being seconded, the motion was 

enthusiastically carried by a rising vote. 

Rev. Oren Bradley was the first missionary of the association. The first sessions of the Yates 

Association were held on October 25 & 26, 1949, at the Ephesus and Grey Stone churches. 

During that first year, the churches contributed $1,044.77 toward the support of the 

associational program. Total gifts from the churches amounted to $784,226.62 including 

$66,098.35 through the Cooperative Program. According to the 1949 Minutes, the budget for 

the 1949-1950 year was $8,519.00. 

Upon the resignation of Oren Bradley, the Rev. Julius Cordening served as Superintendent of 

Missions from April through September, 1953 on a part-time basis. Rev. Hubert Mumford was 

elected Superintendent of Missions in 1954. 

Yates Association paid off debt on Garrett Road property, three acres of land purchased in 

1968 for $15,000, for future site of the Yates Association office. World Mission Week held 

April 16-19, 1972. 

After twenty-five years of service as Director of Missions, Rev. Hubert Mumford. retired 

in February, 1979. He and his wife were honored at a banquet, presented gifts of letters 



of appreciation and a camper, and at the February 15, 1979 Board meeting was made 

Emeritus Director of Missions. 

Dr. Wade Armstrong joined Yates Association on August l, 1979 as our third Director of 

Missions. Dr. Armstrong resigned in March of 1982 and Dr. Garland Hendrix was elected 

interim Director of Missions. 

During the year of 1982, the association investigated the possibility of selling the Garrett Road 

property to the Church of Christ of Durham, but the sale did not happen because of they did 

not get a favorable soil analysis. The association held onto the property. 

In February of 1983, Dr. Hendrix resigned as interim Director of Missions because of a project 

he was involved with at Gardner-Webb College. Faye Bassett, administrative assistant and 

Altaree Norris, secretary, carried out the work of the association during this interim time. 

On January 24, 1984, Yates Baptist Association called Rev. Marvin Settle as Director of Missions. 

Rev. Settle had been serving on the associational staff in Richmond, VA. 

Groundbreaking for the new Yates Baptist Association Resource Center to be erected on 

the Garrett Road property was held on Sunday, April 6, 1986. The new building was to be 

completed by the end of the year. 

Guidelines for a Yates Minister's Emergency Assistance Fund were completed and approved. 

The association also approved a job description the Church and Community Ministries 

Director. Faye Oakley Bassett, administrative assistant was elected to fill the position 

beginning in January 1987. 

The new resource center was completed and the associational staff moved into the new 

office at 4800 Garrett Road in December 1986. Dedication of the new associational offices 

and resource center took place on April 5, 1987. 

A new era of missions and ministry was begun as Faye Basset began her work as the 

associational Church and Community Ministries Director. Her work included emergency 

assistance, a CCM newsletter, Day Camp for inner city children, a sewing class and Bible study 

and the Christmas Toy Store. 

Marvin Settle resigned as Director of Missions and left in June of 1988 to become the 

Executive 



Director of the Norfolk Baptist Association. He had served a little over four years as the 

Director of Missions for Yates Baptist Association. Faye Bassett, CCM Director, served as 

interim DOM during this time without a DOM. 

Rev. William K. Bagnal, Jr. began his ministry as Director of Missions for the association in 

January 1990. He came to Yates from West Palm Beach Florida where he had served as the 

CCM Director. 

During January of 1991 the Yates Baptist Association Camp was closed and the sale of the 

property was pursued. The Camp was sold in July and the association paid off the mortgage on 

the new resource center. The association became debt free. 

Director of Missions Bill Bagnal resigned in December 1993 to take early retirement and move 

to South Carolina. 

In 1994, once again the association was without a Director of Missions and CCM Director Faye 

Bassett stepped into the gap and served as interim DOM. 

In November of 1994, Yates Baptist Association called Dr. John E. Saunders, Jr. as their Director 

of Missions. Dr. Saunders came to Yates from the Pilot Mountain Baptist Association where he 

served as the Director of Congregational Development. Dr. Saunders began his ministry with 

Yates in January 1995. 

During 1998 Yates Baptist Association celebrates its 50th anniversary of doing missions and 

ministry in the Triangle region of North Carolina. The association gathered at Hope Valley 

Baptist Church to commemorate this ministry milestone. 

In April of 2014, Lakewood Baptist Church voted to cease operations as a church and to donate 

their property, located at 2100 Chapel Hill Road to the Yates Baptist Association to be used as a 

Missions Center. A Burmese congregation and a Hispanic congregation were using the facility at 

the time to hold their services and continue to do so. A third congregation has since been 

added.  

In September of 2014, Dr. Saunders resigned his position to move to Virginia and serve as 

Director of Missions of the Roanoke Valley Association in Roanoke, VA.  

After much prayer and consideration, in November of 2014, the Association decided to put the 

Garrett Road property up for sale and to move the YBA offices to the former Lakewood Baptist 



Church property. An extensive effort was made to renovate the second floor of the Education 

Building to accommodate the needs of the Association staff.  

In January of 2015, the Yates Baptist Association called Rev. Thane Barnes to be our Interim 

Associational Ministry Consultant. He worked with our Executive and Leadership Teams in an 

intentional process of re-visioning for our association. Rev. Barnes left our association on 

December 31, 2015 to pastor Woodbine Baptist Church, close to Greensboro, NC. 

The Associational offices moved into their new quarters on Chapel Hill Road in March of 2016. 

The Garrett Road property was sold in May of 2016. 

On September 22, 2016, the Yates Baptist Association called Rev. Marty Childers to be our 

Director of Missions. Rev. Childers comes to our association having spent 27 years serving as a 

missionary in the Americas through the International Mission Board. 

God continues to lay before His churches of the Yates Baptist Association the challenge and 

opportunity to be His light in this dark world. Yates Baptist Association continues to seek to 

meet the challenges and to respond to the opportunities. We are excited about the future of 

Kingdom work here in the area God has called us to serve. 


