
Sunday, May 19 -  Pray for our pastors and their staff as they lead our churches to be faithful to God’s call.  Pray 
for the physical and spiritual health of your leaders.  Pray for our pastors and leaders as they focus on making 
disciples who make disciples! Pray for spiritual discernment and protection.  We must recognize that our leaders are 
serving on the front lines of spiritual warfare.  Pray for their families.  Pray that they will not grow weary of doing 
God’s will and pray for their spiritual renewal.  Also pray for a sense of community among the ministers in YBA.  Many 
pastors are under attack of the enemy so please lift them and their families up to the Father.   

Monday, May 20 - Pray for the Revitalization of our churches.  Revitalization means to give new life to or give 
new vitality or vigor to something.  It is implied that revitalization means to revive.  If we will be transparent, all of us 
individually and all of our churches could stand to be revived!  I have often heard that in order to go and serve as a 
missionary overseas, a person must get out of their comfort zone.  Honestly the call to follow Christ is a call for every 
Christian to put our personal preferences and desires away for the good of the advance of the Gospel message.  This 
past year we have held several Prayer meetings across our association to pray for revitalization.  We must continue 
to pray for God to move, but we must also be willing to adjust and move with Him.  Pray for the hand of God to move 
in our churches and move us along with Him.  What might God be asking you to give up in order to see your church 
grow? 
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Week of Prayer for Associational Missions - continued 

Tuesday, May 21 - Pray for the 25 by 25  Church Planting Goal. Over 350,000 people live in the Durham-
Chapel Hill metro area. On an average week about 60% of our neighbors don ’t attend any church.  In recent 
years we have heard of phrases like “Gospel Deserts” and “Pockets of Lostness.”  These are terms we expect to 
hear about in international missions, but these terms are being used to describe areas in the Triangle that are far 
from God.  Probably one is within 10 minutes from where you are right now.  We have set a goal to see 25 new 
churches started by the year 2025.  YBA doesn’t plant churches.  Churches plant churches.  New churches are proven 

to best reach new generations, new residents, and new people groups.  We don’t need to choose between 
revitalization and church planting.  Actually, the planting of new churches is one of the very best ways to revitalize 
many older churches in the vicinity and renew the whole body of Christ.  Pray for your church and how they can be a 
part of planting churches.  Pray and ask how you can personally be a part.  These new churches can be new church 
plants here in our area, they can be new churches both nationally and internationally that we are partnering with to see 
formed.   

Wednesday, May 22 - Pray for YBA Partnership missions. If we are truly Kingdom citizens, then we will work 

together to expand His kingdom.   Continue to pray for vision and direction as we strengthen partnerships in 
southeastern Mexico and Pennsylvania and as we begin new work in the Appalachian coal fields of Virginia.  Pray for 
Pastor Agustin Meneses and his family in Oaxaca Mexico and the vision to plant 40 new churches.  Lift up to the Father 
our existing partnerships with Pennsylvania.  Pray that someone from your church might be a part of one of these 
partnerships or that your church might invite and partner with other churches in order to share the Gospel.  Pray for 
pastor/missionary Gideon Thuam who left the work here in Durham to work with Burmese refugees in Thailand.  Pray 

for your church to take advantage of the many opportunities offered through Baptist Men and Disaster Relief efforts.  If 
you are a Christ follower, the question should never be “should I be involved with missions?” but rather “where, when 
and how should I be involved?” 

Thursday, May 23 -  Pray for an impact of our local missions and community ministries.  Pray that we 
will be good neighbors.  We praise God for the ministries of YBA Toy Store, the Associational Food Pantry hosted by 
Antioch Baptist Church, the prison ministry at Orange County Correctional facility.  Many have been blessed by these 
ongoing ministries of YBA.  We are seeking other partnerships we can be involved with here in the Triangle.  We thank 
our Father for our YBA missionary, Joy Mikhail who is working to equip and engage church members in cross-cultural 
missions and to make Christ known in the unreached and refugee communities here in the Research Triangle and 
around the world.  We are praying how we can reach multifamily communities.  Did you know that about one-third of 
North Carolina’s population live in multifamily housing communities, such as apartments, townhomes, condominiums 
and mobile home parks? Nationally, approximately 95 percent of individuals living in multifamily housing communities 
are unchurched. Pray that we can impact these areas.  Our area is known for great universities, but the church must do 
a better job at impacting lives of students.  Did you know that Durham Tech has 26,000 students and is considered an 
unreached campus?  Will you pray for each of these ministries and persons who are serving in roles locally?  Pray 
seeking what your church is doing that you might partner with other churches to have a greater impact.  Will you pray 
asking God how you might be a part of His mission here in the Durham-Chapel Hill area? 
 

Friday, May 24 - Pray for Kingdom Focus.  Pray for our churches to become Kingdom minded and for all 

believers to be Kingdom citizens.   Our churches should reflect our community and even more importantly our churches 
should reflect the Kingdom of God.  We started a worship gathering that we called Kingdom Celebration back in 2017.  
We celebrate the ethnic and cultural diversity of God’s Kingdom right here in our Durham-Chapel Hill area.  We must 
be intentional to continually chip away at the walls of prejudice and misunderstanding and misinformation that exist 
within our community and even within the church.  Pray for every believer beginning with yourself to become aware of 
hidden prejudices and to be liberated from manmade barriers which we have constructed.  Pray for your church and all 
our churches to be proactive to promote Kingdom diversity.  Pray for the strengthening of ethnic/language churches.  
Ask how you can see your community as God sees it.  YBA seeks to strengthen partnerships between churches to 
have this Kingdom mindedness. 

Saturday, May 25 - Pray for the leadership at YBA.  We give thanks for our staff and all the volunteers who 
work tirelessly to see God’s Kingdom strengthened and extended.  Pray for our five ministry teams:  
 

Church Planting  ~  Revitalization  ~  Ministerial Care  ~  Leadership Development  ~  Ministry and Missions 
 

Pray for our YBA leadership team and all the volunteers who serve on ministry teams and committees.  Pray earnestly 
that everything we do will be for God’s Glory and the growth of His Kingdom.  We are so blessed to have a great staff 
who lead and serve us.  Please pray for the YBA staff; Teresa Dotson, Michael Bond and Loretta Warren and Marty 
Childers.    Lift up our Moderator Earl Echols and our Moderator Elect Jim Baggett and the entire Leadership Team as 
they work to cooperate together for the advance of the Gospel here in the Triangle and beyond.  Pray that we will 
always strive to honor our past while connecting to the future.   


